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PLATINUM AWARD
Program Year 2013-2014
CONGRATULATIONS!!

Jojo Guevara and the CGFM Committee for their efforts in receiving the
PRESIDENT’S
AGA National 2015 CGFM Award!
MESSAGE
This is now the fourth year the Guam
Chapter has received this award and
has been recognized for an outstanding job in promoting the CGFM ProHafa Adai AGA Members!
gram and its members. Thank you,
I hope that you all made it out of the Jojo, for being instrumental in obtainstorm safely and with minimal dam- ing this award for our chapter!
age to your properties. We have one Also, please help me welcome our
more month left in this program newly elected officers for the upcomyear and we are still going strong! ing program year. Ricky Hernandez
This month’s guest speaker is the will continue on as Chapter President,
Guam Department of Education Su- Yuka Hechanova as President-Elect,
perintendent Jon Fernandez who myself as Past-President, Josie Vilwill provide an update on the third lanueva as Treasurer, and Clariza
party receivership. Also during the Roque as Secretary. Thank you officMay meeting, we will be holding ers for accepting these roles for the
our long-awaited PDT Raffle and upcoming year! These officers will
select the lucky AGA member who be inducted in our June general memwill be able to go to Nashville, Ten- bership meeting.
nessee. This AGA member will be
Still to come and finish off our proable to earn up to 24 CPEs at the
gram year is the annual ACCOUNTannual PDT as well as network with
ABILITY 5K Run/Walk. I would like
other financial government profesto encourage each of our members to
sionals from various AGA chapters
come out and volunteer or participate
nationwide.
in this event. A portion of this event’s
Our chapter continues to strive for proceeds will continue in providing
excellence and I can’t be any more scholarships to UOG and GCC stuproud and thankful to be part of dents. Stay Awesome,
such a dynamic group of leaders!
Rachel Field
Please help me in congratulating
AGA Guam Chapter President

AGA Guam Chapter: Upcoming Events/ General Meeting Information
AGA Guam’s
Upcoming Events &
Reminders
General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, May 27, 2015
11:30pm—1:00pm
LOCATION
Hyatt Hotel
AGA Members - $14
JAS students - $8
Non-Members - $22
————————–-—————

May General Meeting
Guest Speakers
Jon Fernandez
DOE Superintendent

May 2015 General Meeting
Our Guest Speaker is Mr. Jon Fernandez. Mr.

Fernandez graduated for St. John’s School in
1991. He went on to get a bachelor's degree,
and proceeded to law school, and then earned
a full scholarship for a master's in public policy at Harvard. He held various local government and management-level jobs in the
Washington, D.C., area. He coordinated the
Washington business community's goals to assist local education officials with projects promoting effective leadership in the school system,
efficient operations, sound financial management and high-quality educational options for children and parents.

————————–-—————

He was hired as the Department of Education’s Superintendent in
Congratulation to our April General 2012. Mr. Fernandez will be updating us on the third party receivership.
Meeting Monthly Lunch
Raffle Winner
Congratulations to Jared Andrada, Clarabelle Santos and
Edward Baba on your AGA Guam Chapter Scholarships.

AGA Guam Chapter: Feedback on April General Membership Meeting
AGA’s April Meeting
Feedback from UOG Students
and JAS members
It was actually my first time attending the AGA meeting. All in all, I
would say it was a very great experience. I had a numerous diverse with
special company of people making
prodigious connections with people
from various workforces mainly
from the accounting field as well as
our own UOG students. - Chance
Douglas, Public Admin major

L‐R Melinda Espinosa, Norbert Kalau,
Jasmine Basset, Chance Douglas

The event all together was very educational about Pacific Mission Aviation and their support in relieving
Yap from devastation. PMA has delivered 49,880 lbs. of goods, has
flown a total of 19 days and spending
51.2 hours of flying. After the event
we spoke with Mr. Norbert Kalau,
the President of Pacific Mission Aviation and Melinda Espinosa the
Chief of Financial Officer of Pacific
Mission Aviation and learned a bit
about them personally. Today’s
event not only included updates on
Typhoon Maysak Relief but it had
awarded the Herminia Dierking
scholarships to students. - Jasmine
Bassett, Public Admin major
The guest speakers for the day were
Norbert Kalau and Melinda Espinosa

from the Pohnpei and Guam Pacific
Mission Aviation (PMA). Their
presentation today was regarding their
mission during (and still continuing)
Typhoon Maysak Relief. Since Guam,
the Federated States of Micronesia,
Micronesia as a whole, and as well as
the Philippines are in the Pacific, these
islands are the ones a part of their mission. From what I also gathered about
Typhoon Maysak is that not only was
there major destruction, but people
lost their lives as well. I can only imagine and empathize what the victims
of those islands went through and how
they feel now, as well as the people of
Pacific Mission Aviation who went
out of their way to help and sadly, witness the disasters. It is important to
know that there are amazing, kindhearted people out there like them,
who provide their time and service to
those who are less fortunate or are in
need. As a public administration and
criminal justice major, I should always
keep this in mind. It is always a rewarding feeling to do such good deeds
and that is probably what they feel as
they help these people and one reason
why they continue to do so. They truly
are humble and a believer of their faith
and that is what makes me admire
them so much. – Monaliza De Chavez,
Public Admin and Criminal Justice
major
People need to realize there are other
countries and islands and affected by
naturals disasters other than the United
States. The celebrities around the
world need to realize that others are
suffering. I wish there was something
I could do that would help the victims
of the Typhoon Maysak significantly.
Towards the end of the meeting,
they held elections for the new AGA
officers. This included position for
president elect, secretary, and treasurer. Ms. Josie from Triple J won treasurer and I was very happy for her. I
know her personally from my classmates Severino Urbano and Romar
Tapeceria who worked with her. I
have considered becoming a part of

AGA when I graduate if I work in the
Government of Guam. I would love to
be a part of AGA because it is a great
way to network and learn new practices in the government accounting
world. Being a part of Junior Accountants Society has already stimulated my
interest in AGA. It also allowed me to
familiar with other professionals in
that organization. This meeting was
very successful and eventful. It saddens me that this is the last AGA
meeting I will attend this semester
before I graduate. - Vanessa Valencia,
Accounting major
I personally think PMA did an impressive job in immediately distributing to
the Yap community the basic necessities and the perishable items. The island of Guam definitely needs to support and fund these types of organizations. A suggestion would be to have
the Government of Guam employees
contribute minimal monetary value
such as one dollar or a coin drive or
even conduct fundraiser events where
the full proceeds is given to the organization. When I was browsing PMA’s
brochure, I noticed that their core values is based on the acronym
L.E.A.D.E.R. I was a bit surprised that
a very religious organization was able
to “bring hope and change lives”
through their mission and vision statement. Majority of the organizations in
Guam do not really focus on promoting Christ fellowship however is in a
different direction where their main
priority is to provide the local community plainly programs and services. As
mentioned earlier, it was very refreshing and inspiring to see PMA demonstrate the love and compassion of
Christ to the islanders of Micronesia
and Philippines as well. As for Association of Government Accountants, it
was very considerate and generous of
them to have PMA seek to the AGA

AGA Guam Chapter: Feedback on April General Membership Meeting
Continued...
Feedback from UOG Students
and JAS members
members in assisting the organization. This action definitely demonstrates that AGA is a solid foundation in outreaching to the community
and exhibiting a good model for college students and the general public.
Overall, the meeting was surprisingly
enlightening and relaxed. I look forward in hopefully becoming a future
member of AGA Guam Chapter. –
Julie Maldonado, Accounting major
What I found most interesting about
PMB was the different ways in
which the company made contact
with the villages and were able to
deliver the goods. PMB uses one
private air vessel, a ship named Sea
Haven, by land (i.e. roads needed),
and by radios and newsletters. The
mission of PMB is, “Every island
hears about the Word of God”. It
breaks my heart knowing that there
are people whose homes have been
destroyed that their way of living is
going to change for a while until the
islands can begin operating normally.
In fact, the Outer Islands High
School (OIHS), which is the only
school that provides education in
Ultihi and the rest of the islands has
been destroyed and won’t be operational for about a year. I’m glad to
see society coming together to aid
our neighboring islanders. PMB has
been helping these people for years
by offering medical assistance (i.e.
cataract surgery and dental cleanings), supplying the islands with
food and water, and most importantly textbooks for education. – Jared
Roberto, Accounting major
The meeting started with the award-

ing of the Herminia Dierking Scholarship to the deserving students namely
Jared Andrada and Clarabelle Santos.
The awarding ceremony have proven
that the University of Guam School of
Business offers the quality accounting
program that our, I am glad that I
chose to stay and get my bachelor’s at
the University. I also find that the
scholarship will really help the two
recipients, which are my close friends
since they are graduating seniors and
will be attending the CPA review sessions at the university right after graduation. Jared and Clarabelle really deserved the scholarship as they already
planned to use the grant for their CPA
review, which is very helpful and important as they enter the accounting
field right after graduation. During the
meeting, Norbert Kalau, President of
the Pacific Mission Aviation, and
Melinda Espinosa, Chief Financial
officer of the PMA had a presentation
on the updates of the typhoon Maysak
Relief that hit our neighboring Islands.
As Ms. Melinda had her presentation
where she showed the aftermath of the
typhoon, it really broke my heart. The
presentation saddened me as these
people from FSM had to experience
that strong typhoon. I had experienced
strong typhoons in the Philippines before I moved here in Guam, but what I
experienced is nothing compared to
the ones that hit the islands of the Federated States of Micronesia. Typhoon
Maysak really devastated the island of
Yap; anyone who sees the picture on
the presentation would think that no
one would survive. As a response to
the calamity that hits the islands of the
Federated States of Micronesia, the
Association of Government Accountants donated $500 to the Pacific Mission Aviation. – Romar Tapeceria,
Accounting major
The presentation was an eye-opener in
regards to the reality of how volatile
other islands in Micronesia can be. It
is an incredible feeling to actually
have organizations out there that are
ready and willing to get out of their

way to reach out and help the victims
of typhoon Maysak. Despite the fact
that it is extremely hard to reach the
other parts of each island due to landslides and fallen trees, the organization’s members found ways to ensure
that they reach all parts of each island
to distribute the various relief goods. I
greatly applaud Pacific Mission Aviation for their effort. Ms. Espinosa and
Mr. Kalau are true heroes, together
with all their staffs and all the organizations that extended their help in
providing goods and services to make
the relief mission happen. It is not
every day that we see people going out
of their way and risking their lives in
order to save others. Despite the damages of Typhoon Maysak, the people
of the various islands are still very
fortunate to have neighbors that
reached out and lent their helping
hands. It is during devastations and
other calamities that we see people
work together and show love and care
for one another. Sometimes, it is regrettable to see that only during these
times that we experience unity in the
community. People are so caught up in
their daily lives that they forget to stop
and take time to smile and socialize
with other people. They wait for problems to happen to start reaching out.
Despite the fact I mentioned, the good
inside all of us is seen and tested during hard times, which is still better
than not doing anything at all. –
Charmaine Orbe, Accounting major
I really think that PMA has given so
much of their time and effort in
providing relief for the victims of Typhoon Maysak. It makes me feel really
thankful that Guam as well as my family in Saipan was safe. I could not imagine how hard it would be to lose a
home, water supply, and even schools.
Hearing how long it will take just for
the islanders to recover their only
school is devastating. If I were rich, I
would honestly donate so much to
PMA as well as the people of FSM
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and JAS members
and Philippines. Also, I was happy to
see that Jared A. and Clarabelle S.
got the AGA Scholarship. I always
thought those scholarships were
mainly for relatives of AGA members because I remember reading the
requirements a long time ago so I
would not be qualified if I applied. I
also heard that Alvijane M. received
it before so that was nice. Maybe in
the future, I can apply for those kinds
of scholarships because living on my
own is pretty expensive and I could
use all the help I can get. – Ira Palero,
Accounting major
As I expected this to be my last attendance at an AGA meeting, I realized that I want to remain part of this
organization as an active member. I
like a lot of the activities that this
organization engages in. More importantly, I like how the organization
encourages their members to excel in
the professional world. They also
encourage youth to excel in education by providing scholarships and
grants. I notice that every meeting,
there is usually a credible speaker
who shares significant knowledge to
the organization, which provides the
members a sense of belonging—
where they can engage in conversations with each other and share
knowledge. I am also glad that they
invite JAS members to attend these
meetings and are very welcoming to
us. I would like to congratulate my
colleagues Jared Andrada and Clarabelle Santos for winning the Herminia Dierking Scholarship. I felt that
these individuals deserve the scholarship because they are hard workers
and are passionate about accounting.
I appreciate that AGA does not restrict their rewards only to their active members. The organization encourages active participation and
welcomes new members. As an or-

ganization that consists of wellestablished individuals in the professional world, I felt that attending these
meetings inspired me to be someone
important in the community—
someone who can make a difference. I
also admire how the members who
actively participate in the question and
answer portion of the presentations
engage in diplomatic conversations. I
may not understand many of the terms
and concepts they talk about, but it
makes me want to understand and be
able to engage in these conversations
as well. Someday, I want to be like
many of the individuals in AGA. I feel
that surrounding myself with such
people creates a positive energy and
motivates me to be as well established
as they are. – Toni Rose Roque,
Accounting major

AGA Guam Chapter: CGFM

The Mark of Excellence in Federal, State
and Local Government
CGFM is a professional certification recognizing the
unique skills and special knowledge required of today’s
government financial managers. It covers governmental
accounting, auditing, financial reporting, internal controls and budgeting at the federal, state and local levels.

Interested in attaining the CGFM Certification?
If you are interested in becoming a CGFM, your AGA
Guam Chapter offers CGFM Scholarships by providing
reimbursements for your registration and test fees when
you pass the CGFM examination within one (1) year.
The Chapter also offers and provides CGFM review materials to its members by borrowing the Chapter’s study
guides. The Guam Chapter may sponsor a CGFM preparation course on Guam and also promote study groups
to assist its members.

Maintaining CGFM Certification
To retain the CGFM certification, all CGFMs must adhere to the AGA’s Code of Ethics. In addition, to continue using the CGFM designation after their name,
CGFMs must be in an active status.
Active Status
To maintain the CGFM certification in an active status,
CGFMs are required to:
•Pay the CGFM renewal Fee by the due date every year.
•Complete at least 80 hours of Continuing Professional
Education (CPE) every two years in government

financial management topics or related technical subjects
(within the designated two-year cycle).
•Maintain and, if requested by AGA, provide detailed
information on CPE hours completed.
By submitting their annual renewal payment, CGFMs
affirm that they have and will continue to abide by
AGA’s Code of Ethics and that they have fulfilled the
minimum CPE Requirements
Questions?
Please see the AGA Guam Chapter’s Chairperson, Jose
(JoJo) Guevara, III CGFM for more information.
Jojo’s email address is jojo_guevara@hotmail.com

CONGRATUALATIONS AGA GUAM CHAPTER .. Winners 4 years in a row!
GROUP B Category.

AGA Guam Chapter: Know Your Certified Government Financial Manager
ment financial management?

Josie Villanueva
CGFM
How did you get involved with AGA?
I relocated in Guam in 2009 and had no professional
acquaintances. Given the opportunity to work for a company whose contracts are mainly with federal and governments, I was able to meet people in finance who has
been actively involved with AGA Guam chapter. They
invited me to join the organization while considering
that this is a great opportunity for me to keep myself
abreast of the CPE’s offered. Later, I was convinced to
take the CGFM exam and was fortunate to be given the
AGA scholarship for exam fees reimbursement.
Why did you decide to earn the CGFM Certification?
After receiving my CPA license in 2009, I decided to
pursue another license which can build up my credentials. Knowing that passing the CGFM exam is a plus
when applying for a government position, I decided to
pursue the certification. In addition, any company who
pursue government and federal contracts would want to
have a CGFM credentials leading their finance team to
have the additional edge when it comes to the qualification of their management team when packaging their bid
requirements.
How has the CGFM enhanced your career?
Having the CGFM certification adds more credibility to
once credentials. In general, when people know that you
are a holder of that certification people would immediately think about a person who has high regard for integrity and knows the ethical responsibility. Having that
certification after your name attracts more confidence to
future employers.
What's the most important issue today in govern-

I think the most important issue in government financial
management is to find the right balance between the government revenue and spending. Some of the economic
issues the government is facing were the national deficit,
taxes, Medicare reform, retirement, defense, etc. The government must envision sustainability blended with forprofit acumen mindset rather than focusing on ironing
out differing political motives of each government official
roles.
What accomplishment are you most proud of in your
career?
I would start with a saying that “To whom much is given,
much is required”. Having to work for more than 15
years in the profession, there’s a lot of responsibility and
challenges that accounting and finance profession entails. As a finance professional, you won’t always please
everyone as you put controls and held people accountable for their job. Part of my accomplishment is that no
matter how difficult the circumstances and consequences
can be, it is keeping that values intact and never compromise and stand firm for what is right and just. In addition, given the opportunity to lead people, I have the opportunity to train, mentor and become part of helping
that team member to reach their full potential.
What advice would you give a new college graduate
joining the field?
Be innovative. Never stop learning. Some fresh graduates
tend on staying mediocre after graduating from college.
Plan were you want to take your careen increase and
excel on the chosen field. Strategize on achieving your
goals and reinforce your credential with certifications
such as CGFM or CPA exams. Perseverance rewards in
due time.
What is the best thing about AGA?
It’s great to be a member of AGA. You’ll find a lot of
friends, mentors and increase your network in the field.
AGA also offers CPE’s and keep its members updated
with current events and pressing issues surrounding the
government in financial terms. There is also a lot of opportunity for you to give back through volunteerism with
all its community projects involvement.

AGA Guam Chapter: Training Opportunities
UOG/Becker Professional Education
CPA Prep Course
The University of Guam School of Business and
Public Administration and Becker Professional
Education offer a course focusing on Regulation in
the accounting field to prepare individuals to take
the U.S. Certified Public Accountant examination.
Regulation(REG)- CE693B-70
Dates: June 8,2015—July 2, 2015
Class
Days: Monday through Thursdays
Time: 7pm9pm
Classroom:
SBPA bldg. Rm 262
Instructor:
Martha G. Suez-Sales
Interested individuals must apply to the UOG Graduate School. For more information contact UOG’s
Professional and International Programs office at
735-2600/1, email estrelladoh@triton.uog.edu

When: July 12-15 | Nashville, TN
Offering up to 24 CPE hours, PDT brings together the
top officials in federal, state and local government, as
well as from academia and the private sector, for threeand-a-half days of valuable training and networking.
3 Reasons Why You Should Attend:
1. Earn up to 24 CPE Hours
Enhance your lifelong learning and gain the knowledge
and understanding to better improve your job effectiveness. The presentations are facilitated by both industry
experts and colleagues who have faced similar challenges. In doing so you can earn up to 24.5 CPE hours.
2. Stay On The Cutting Edge
PDT 2015 program includes top-notch speakers from
federal, state, local, academia and private sector bringing
you key findings and educational experiences to augment
your job knowledge and skills. The exhibit hall allows
you to familiarize yourself with the latest equipments,
technologies, products and services in the profession.
3. Network and Connect
The most unquantifiable yet beneficial aspect of any

training event is networking. AGA’s PDT is the place to
connect with a variety of government financial experts and
industry colleagues from around the nation facing the same
or similar issues that you could exchange and share “Aha!”
ideas and moments with to bring back to your organization.
Over 95 percent of our surveyed attendees said that they
would recommend the AGA PDT to their colleagues to
attend!

Government Performance Summit
The focus of the 2015 Summit is “Putting Performance to
Work” and addresses the needs of professionals in all levels of government and the private sector who use performance information in critical organizational process such
as budgeting, resource allocation, employee motivation,
contracting, and improving services. Have training funds
but no travel dollars? Attend virtually!
This event has a rich history of providing the 'latest and
greatest' developments; together, we can find solutions,
and make a difference in our workplace and the government finance profession. The agenda includes a range of
timely and valuable information including: fraud detection,
data analytics, improper payments and risks with government payment cards.
Looking for a way to
stretch your training
budget? AGA Web
Conferences make earning CPE hours easy and affordable
for both groups and individuals. Web conferences feature
experts on a variety of government financial management
and performance topics. Each event includes time for participants to ask questions and receive answers from the
presenters. These live training events are held on Wednesdays from 2–3:50 p.m. ET.
Upcoming Web Conferences 2015
June 3: Government Financial Management
June 10: Less is More– How CCRs help Governments
connect with the Public
Contact webconferences@agacgfm.org with registration and program questions.

AGA Guam Chapter: Community Events—5K Run/Walk

14th Annual
5K Run/Walk
Save the Date

Community Service Committee
Chairperson: Frances Danieli, CGFM
Vice Chair: Mark Palarca
If you have any suggestions on how our AGA
Guam Chapter can assist a Community Organization, please contact Frances Danieli or Mark Palarca.
Frances email: danieli6@guam.net
Below are several organizations our Chapter has
assisted with in promoting good in our community.

Bank of Guam

Kusinan Kamilat

AGA Guam Chapter is
happy to announce our upSaturday
coming 14th Annual AC5K Run/
June 27, 2015 COUNTABILITY
Walk for
Saturday, June
27, 2015, 6:00 a.m. at the
Chamorro Village in Hagatna.
A majority of the proceeds from this event will be
used to fund the Herminia Dierking and the AGA
Guam Chapter Scholarships for University of Guam
(UOG) and Guam Community College (GCC)
students.
Each year, thousands of dollars are awarded to
UOG and GCC students through the proceeds fundraised from this event. These scholarships were created through the generosity of AGA and private sector
contributors to “advance government accountability”
and transparency at all government levels by reaching
out to all accountability professionals from Accounting Technicians to Accountants and to provide financial support for students intending to pursue a Bachelor’s or Associate’s Degree in Accounting at UOG or
GCC.
If you would like more information or volunteer for
this great worthwhile event, you may contact Ricky
Hernandez at 671-486-4444 or artemiorh@gmail.com
or
Frances
Danieli
at
671-475-1382
or
fdanieli@ghura.org.

AGA Guam Chapter: Treasurer’s Report Jan 2015, Feb 2015 & Mar 2015

AGA Guam Chapter: THANK YOU!

13th Annual 5K Sponsors

Dan Fitzgerald

Marcia Briones

AGA Guam Chapter: About Us...
Our Mission
Advancing Government Accountability

Our Goals
To serve professionals in the government financial management community by:
-providing quality education
- fostering professional development certification; and
- supporting standards and research to advance government
accountability

Who We Are
The AGA Guam Chapter serves professionals in the government financial management community by providing quality
education, fostering professional development and certification, and supporting the standards and research to advance
government accountability.
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